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A New Direction 
We decided to put our newsletter on our 

website this year.  Our advertising expenses 

were getting way too high & by just sending 

out a postcard telling those on our mailing list 

that our newsletter is now on line & cutting 

back in some of our other advertising we are 

hoping to cut $2000-$3000 from our 

advertising budget.   

 

Our newsletter has proven to be very popular, 

so we didnôt want to eliminate it altogether & 

almost everyone is now connected to the 

internet. Those who arenôt connected to the 

internet & want to read our newsletter can just 

ask a friend or relative to print out a copy for 

them.  I know some of you have been saving 

all your copies of our newsletters over the 

years.  If you want a copy of this yearsô 

newsletter, to go along with your collection, 

just print it out! 

* * * * * *  
 

Paulôs Diary 
December 2006 Snowstorm: On December 1, 

2006, we had the biggest snowstorm we have 

had in years.  It started snowing about 4 AM & 

was over about 11 AM. It didnôt last long, but 

it sure piled up the snow in a hurry.  We had 

about 10 inches. 

 

It came at about the worst time for us. It was 

on a Friday just before one of our big 

weekends.  It stopped snowing about 11 

oôclock in the morning, so I fired up the old 

John Deere & started plowing snow. It looked 

almost like an endless task, but I knew I had to 

get the roads down through the fields open as 

fast as I could.  There are about three miles of 

roadways down in our tree farm plus I had to 

plow out our yard & across the road by our 

farm buildings too. 

 

I kept pecking away at it & by 3 PM I had 

everything around the buildings plowed out & 

about 1 mile of roads in the fields plowed out.  

So at 3 oôclock we opened back up for 

business.  You couldnôt drive to every patch of 

trees but could get to most.  I continued 

plowing until dark. 

 

The next morning I plugged in the engine 

heater on the tractor at 5 AM & started 

plowing again at 7:00. It took another 2 ½ 

hours to finish the job.  It took a total of 8 

hours to plow everything.  I felt like I had 

plowed enough snow for the whole winter & 

was ready for Spring! We were actually closed  

 

 

for only six hours on Friday.  And all was 

great going for the weekend. 

 

December 17, 2006:  This past week the 

temps have been in the 40ôs & 50ôs.  The snow 

is all gone. It doesnôt look like we will have a 

white Christmas. The snow came fast & went 

just as fast. 

 

December 24, 2006:  The only day we were 

closed this season was for only six hours 

during the snow storm on December 1st.  The 

weather cooperated on all of the busy 

weekends! 

 

January 17, 2007:  The temperatures were in 

the 40ôs & 50ôs until about the 11th of January 

& then turned to more normal winter type 

weather.  We had 3 or 4 inches of snow on the 

15th.  Thatôs the first snow we have had since 

December 3rd. Daily highs are back in the 20ôs, 

about normal.  During the first week & a half 

of January, the weather was so nice that I 

decided to do some work in the trees. I cleared 

off a couple of acres of old scrap trees & piled 

the brush on about half of it.  I got a good 

jump on my Spring work! 

 

We took our tree down on January 13th.  It had 

been up 39 days! It was a concolor (white) fur. 

We had never put up a concolor before.  It 

hardly lost a needle & the needles and 

branches were soft & pliable just like the day 

we set it up.  We cut it on November 14 & 

didnôt put it up till December 6.  It was a 

beautiful tree & of course I had my old Marx 

trains going around underneath it. 

 

March 24, 2007:  We had a lot of normal 

winter weather after the middle of January.  It 

has been nice for the last two weeks. The snow 

is all gone & the frost is out almost 

everywhere.  I have been piling brush & 

cutting old stumps down at ground level 

getting ready to plant the seedlings.  The 

seedlings will be here the second week of 

April.    Spring work is upon us! 

 

April 28, 2007:  I finished planting seedlings 

last week.  The fields were too wet on one end 

to be able to plant with the tractor & planter so 

I planted them all by hand.  I planted a little 

over 3600!!  Itôs not as bad as it sounds.  I can 

plant 500 or 600 a day & it goes right along.  

Twenty or thirty years ago I could plant 800 or 

900 per day. I donôtô even try that anymore!   

 

 

 

 

As long as my old back holds out, it doesnôt 

take too many days to get the seedlings in the 

ground.  There have only been three or four 

times over the years that I had to plant all the 

seedlings by hand.  The ground is usually 

settled down pretty good by the second week 

of April so you can drive on it.  I planted more 

Exotics again this spring. Along with the usual 

Pines & Fraser, I planted Canaan Fir, Balsam 

Fir (Sheets Harbor strain), Korean Fir, Meyer 

Spruce, Douglas Fir (Deep Mt. variety) & 

Siberian fir.  The Exotics are doing well & 

look very promising. 

 

We had pulpers come in & thin our large pine 

areas.  It needed to be done.  The last time they 

were thinned was 1991.  The smaller diameter 

logs were taken to a pulp mill in Wausau, WI 

& the logs larger than 8 inches in diameter 

were taken to a pallet mill.  The heavy 

equipment & semis sure tore up my roadways.  

Itôs been a lot of work getting them leveled out 

again.  About 20 semi loads were taken out. 

 

I planted some more hardwoods in my mini 

arboretum last week.  I planted a few 

Sycamore, Northern Pecan, American Beech, 

Quaking Aspen, Black Gum, Nanking Cherry 

& Crabapple.  I also planted some Chestnut 

seeds.  The  ground has  been cold & none 

have come up yet. Sure hope they do.  I now 

have 60 trees planted in the mini arboretum & 

have room for 20 or so more.  Most of the ones 

I planted last Spring survived the winter.  The 

rabbits chewed off the maples anywhere from 

1 inch to 1 foot from the ground!  Some are 

starting to leaf out; some arenôt yet & may not 

make it.  Time will tell. 

 

We just started picking asparagus. 

 

May 13, 2007:  What perfect asparagus 

weather we have been having.  Itôs been in the 

70ôs & 80ôs in  the day and 50ôs at night.  The 

asparagus just jumps out of the ground with 

these warm temperatures.  And we have had 

no frost since it came up so far this year.  The 

later we get into May the less likely it will 

frost. I believe the last frost date for our area is 

around the 9th.  But that doesnôt mean it canôt 

frost clear to the end of the month. Itôs getting 

a little dry.  We could use a good soaking rain. 

 

July 18, 2007:  I just sheared the last tree of 

the season.  I started shearing on May 28th. We 

had a crew of 8 for about a week in June 

shearing Pines & had a crew of 6 in July for 

about a week shearing Spruce & Fir.  I sheared 



the rest of the time alone when we didnôt have 

our crew here.  We had a great crew again this 

year.  Only three came back that sheared last 

year.  The rest were all beginners, but caught 

on fast & in a couple of days were shearing 

like the more experienced workers.  Itôs a joy 

to work with a crew like we had this year.  We 

had a few hot (90ôs) & humid days, but most 

of the time it was around 80 degrees & low 

humidity.  Not a bad summer to be out 

working at all.  Itôs always a good feeling 

when the shearing is done for the season.  We 

had plenty of rain through June, but it is 

getting dry now.  I am once again making 

rolling pins every morning for a couple of 

hours before breakfast.   

 

August 15, 2007:  July was very dry.  We only 

had 2.7 inches the entire month & with the 

high daily temperatures the ground really dried 

out.  We lost a few seedlings that we planted in 

the Spring, but not too many.  We had heavy 

rain on August 5th & 7th and have now had 8.3 

inches in the last 10 days.  The ground is really 

saturated again & everything has greened up.  

We even had to go back to mowing our yard. It 

has been a much needed wet spell.  The trees 

are looking great! 

 

August 31, 2007:  For the month of August 

we had a total of 16.5 inches of rain & some 

flooding in the trees.  The mosquitoes are as 

bad as Iôve seen them! 

* * * * * * *  
 

Kids Drawing Winners of 2006 
1st Prize:  Ho Gauge Electric Train Set Life 

Like ñSanta Fe Flyerò winner was Paige 

Windgassen, age 15, of South Beloit, IL. 

  

2nd Prize: Life Like ñSanta Fe Thunderò HO 

Electric Train Set winner  was Jordan Zweifel, 

age 11, of Monticello, WI. 

* * * * * * *  

 

Back By Popular Demand: 

Kids Only Drawing  

Again This Year 

For Ages 8 ï 18 years! 
 

 
 

Due to the terrific popularity of last years 

drawing, we have decided to give away a 

model train set again this year.  The drawing 

will be for those kids 8 to 18 years of age. The 

prize will be a Life Like ñRail Runnerò HO 

gauge train set.  Be sure to enter your 

childrenôs names in the drawing box when 

visiting Paulôs Tree Farm! 

* * * * * * *  

 

 

 

Trees Available 

This Year 

Spruce:  We will have a total of about 750 

Spruce available this year.  There is a large 

selection of Norway & White Spruce (over 

1300 total). The Blue Spruce & Serbian 

Spruce are in short supply this year, but there 

are a few really nice ones. (6ô to 12ô available) 

 

Fraser Fir:   We have about 70 Fraser Fir this 

year.  This is about like last year.  We will sell 

out early.  However, if you like the Fraser & 

they are picked over by the time you come, 

check out the Balsam Fir & Canaan Fir. You 

will notice the new Fraser Firs that are 

growing from the old stumps (stump culture).  

A few are ready to cut this year. Quite a few 

small ones (1ô to 5ô) are coming along nicely.  

Thanks for following our special cutting rules 

for ñstump culture.ò  As usual we have had 

difficulty getting a new crop of Frasers started 

from transplants, but now have a good sized 

area coming on. It will be 3 or 4 more years 

before these will be big enough to cut.  If we 

had not done the stump culture, we wouldnôt 

have had any Frasers now for a few years.  The 

Frasers available for cutting this year range 

from 6ô to 8ô. 

 

Canaan Fir:  This is the 3rd year we have had 

Canaan Fir.  This is an exotic Fir that grows in 

the mountains of West Virginia.  It is a natural 

cross between the Fraser Fir & the Balsam Fir.  

They have the hardy growing qualities of the 

Balsam, but resemble the Fraser.  We will 

have about 200+ available this year.  This is a 

few more than last year.  They will be in the 6ô 

to 8ô range. Those of you who cut a Canaan 

last year, please let us know what you thought 

of it, needle retention, aroma, etc. Where these 

are new to us we are curious as to what you 

thought of them.  We had nothing but good 

reports last season from customers who got 

one the year before.   

 

Balsam Fir:  We have a good selection of 

Balsam this year.  The new area we have been 

cutting out of is a hybrid variety.  Over 350 are 

ready in the 6ô to 9ô range. 

 

Concolor Fir:   We have a few more Concolor 

(White) Fir this year than last.  They will run 

6ô to 8ô tall.  About 50+ Concolors are ready 

this year.  We put up a Concolor last year.  It 

was beautiful.  We cut it on November 14th &  

put it up December 6th & took it down on 

January 13th. It had been up 39 days! It hardly 

lost a needle & the needles and branches were 

soft & pliable just like the day we set it up. 

 

Douglas Fir:  This is on old patch & they are 

about all gone.  There are 10 or so left in the 6ô 

to 8ô range. 

 

White Pine:  There is a large selection of very 

nice White Pine again this year. There will be 

over 500 ready to go in the 6ô to 9ô range. 

Scotch Pine:  We have a nice selection of 

about 350 Scotch in the 6ô to 9ô range.  

 

Norway (Red) Pine:  We have some of the 

nicest Norway Pine we have ever had available 

this year. There are 170+ ready in the 7ô to 9ô 

range.  Really nice!  We have reduced the 

price of the Norway Pines this year to $15.17 

plus tax as we need to move them out this year 

before they become too large 

* * * * * * *  

Jesus is the reason for the season! 
 

   

Small Pre-Cut 

Trees 

& Wreaths 
Once again we will be having pre-cut table 

trees, ranging 2 ft. to 5 ft. in the $4.00 to 

$15.00 price range.  These are great trees for 

those of you who need a shorter tree, or for the 

childrenôs room.  Pre-cut pines ranging 6 ft. to 

7 ft. will also be available, priced at $18.00 to 

$25.12 each + 5.5% WI Sales Tax. 

 

Paul will be making the extra full wreaths 

again this year, in several sizes, decorated with 

velvet bows.  Wreaths will range from 21 

inches to 32 inches in diameter, prices starting 

at $10.00. 

* * * * * * *  

 

Previous Newsletters Available 
Those of you that didnôt get all of our 

newsletters over the past few years may pick 

one up when you get your tree this year, if you 

like.  I know some folks like to save the old 

newsletters for souvenirs & for the articles.  

We have back issues available from 1999.  

They will be on a shelf in our craft shop.  Feel 

free to pick one up for each year you donôt 

have. 

* * * * * * *  

 

Open On November 17
th
 

Beginning November 17th, we will be open 

every day from 9:00 to 4:00, weather 

permitting.  In case of bad weather, it is best to 

call to check & see if we are allowing vehicles 

to drive down into the fields. 

 

If anyone wants to cut a tree before we 

officially open, you should call to set up an 

appointment.  We could probably work out a 

time that would be convenient for both of us. 

If you do cut your tree early & donôt want to 

set it up until after Thanksgiving, just keep it 

in a cool place, as in a garage, out of the sun.  

You could stand it in a pail of water, although 

thatôs not really necessary.  The important 

thing is to be sure to make a  ¼ inch fresh cut 

off the stump just before you set your tree up.  

This will open the pores & your tree will be 

able to take water.  Be sure to keep the tree 

stand full of water at all times.  Do not let the 

water level go down below the bottom of the 

stump.  

* * * * * * *   



Open Weather Permitting 
Just a reminder that we sometimes have to 

close the gate into our fields if we get a lot of 

rain & also if we would get enough snow that 

has to be plowed.  The lanes down in the fields 

would be closed until they have drained off or 

we get them plowed out, depending on the 

case. 

 

Rain is actually worse than snow in most 

instances. We have sandy ground and the 

water soaks away in a few hours after it stops 

raining, so we are never closed for very long.  

We thank you for your patience on those rainy 

days. 

 

After a rain, there are usually water puddles in 

the lane.  We greatly appreciate it if you would 

straddle the puddles or drive around them if 

possible.  Every time someoneôs tires go 

through a puddle, it gets a little deeper, and we 

would soon have a very rough roadway.  It 

doesnôt matter what type of vehicle you have, 

we do not want vehicles driving through 

puddles, cutting the lane up for others.  We 

and everyone arriving after you appreciate 

very much your not driving through puddles.   

If you are thinking of coming on a rainy day it 

is always best to call first to see if the lane is 

open. We do have a few Christmas trees not 

too far from our Craft Shop which you could 

walk to if the lane is closed.  However, some 

of the trees are a mile from the Craft Shop.  It 

is always better to come the day before a 

predicted storm or the day after the storm. 

 

 

You have probably noticed the 

small orange flags along the drive 

going down into the field.  These 

are marking the  waterways that  I   

have dug  to drain the water off the roadway.  

They are a warning to not drive there.  It will 

be very bumpy if you do.  If you drive over 

these bumpy waterways, you do so at your 

own risk!  

* * * * * * *  

 

If You Cut Your  Tree Early 
We are opening the week before Thanksgiving 

again this year & with Thanksgiving being 

early this year, it is OK to cut a tree a week or 

so before Thanksgiving, but if it is a Spruce it 

will be questionable if it will hold its needles 

until Christmas if it is set up in your home that 

early.  If you cut a tree early, it is always wise 

to store the tree in a cool, dry place & in a 

bucket of water & out of the sun; such as in a 

shed or garage.  Then make a fresh cut on the 

stump of about ¼ inch before you set it up.  I 

know a lot of you like to cut your tree early as 

you donôt have time to come out & cut the 

weekend after Thanksgiving or later because 

of deer season, Christmas shopping, etc. 

 

A Spruce tree should last two to three weeks 

when handled this way.  I know I hear reports 

from customers who have had a Spruce up for 

4 or 5 weeks with no problems. We have a 

time or two.  Spruce are a very popular tree, 

but they just donôt hold their needles like a 

Pine or Fir.  When someone says they are 

going to set up a Spruce the week before 

Thanksgiving, they are really taking a chance 

of it still holding needles by Christmas.  When 

we put up a Spruce, we usually put it up 

around the 5th to the 8th of December.  It will 

then usually last till Christmas. If it is still 

holding its needles at Christmas we will leave 

it up till New Years or longer.  Spruce are very 

unpredictable.  If you are going to have a 

retention problem, it will probably be with a 

Spruce. 

 

Never set any tree up next to a hot air register.  

It will dry out in 2 or 3 days! 

 

Never let your tree stand go dry of water.  If 

you do, the bottom of the stump will seal over 

& the tree will no longer take water & the tree 

will dry out prematurely.  If the water level 

goes below the bottom of the stump, the only 

thing to do is take the tree out of the stand & 

make a fresh cut so the tree can take water 

again. 

 

When we put up a Spruce, we always use 

ñKlingò tree preservative.  It seems to make 

the tree take more water helping it last longer. 

 

We set a Scotch Pine up in our Craft shop on 

November 11th & took it down on Christmas 

eve. It was up for 6 weeks & the needles were 

still just as fresh & pliable as the day we set it 

up!  Of course itôs a pine, & pines do have 

excellent needle retention; and we kept it 

watered & used ñKlingò in the water.  It 

looked like it was good for a couple more 

weeks! 

* * * * * * *  

 

Shaking & Baling Services 
We will be offering the free shaker service 

again this year.  Most customers have found 

that it really helps ñclean upò their tree.  

Remember though, that you shake your own 

tree at your own risk, especially on days when 

the temperature is below freezing.  No one 

wants to ñbreakò the top or any branches out of 

their tree under those conditions.  When trees 

are frozen, they can snap like glass! 

 

The baling service will remain at $1.25 + tax 

per tree.  As a reminderðsome trees may be 

too big to pull through the baler & on days 

when the temperature is below freezing, it is 

not wise to bale either, due to the risk of 

breaking branches. 

* * * * * * *  

 

Kling Tree Preservative 
We will be giving Kling away again this year 

with the first 1000 trees sold.  After that, Kling 

will be sold at the low price of three sheets for 

$1.00 + tax.  Kling is such an easy to use 

product & it really helps keep your tree fresher 

longer.  Be sure to keep your tree stand full of 

water at all times! 

* * * * * * *  

Fraser Fir Cutting Rules 
We would like to thank everyone who 

followed our special cutting rules perfectly last 

season by leaving a whorl of branches on the 

stump keeping the stump alive so we can grow 

another tree from the same stump (ñstump 

cultureò). 

 

However about 10 trees were cut leaving no 

branches on the stump, causing the stump to 

die.  Ten to 15 doesnôt sound like a lot, but 

over a 10 year period it would add up to 100 

less trees we would have available. 

 

We have the special cutting rules in our price 

list & on signs around the Fraser Fir area, so 

everyone should be aware of these special 

rules. 

 

Please, please follow these simple rules.  

Transplants are so hard to get started, 

especially with the dry summers we have had 

in 2002, 2003 & 2005.  It is much easier 

getting another tree started from the stump, 

although it doesnôt work 100% of the time. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

* * * *  * * *  

 

 Handle Carefully On Cold Days 
The 2005 selling season was colder than it has 

been in several years.  There were several 

nights it was around zero or below.  When the 

temperature drops below freezing, the sap 

freezes in the Christmas tree branches.  The 

branches snap like glass when frozen solid.  

Therefore on cold days when the temperature 

is below freezing we donôt dare bale a tree or it 

would snap the branches.  We also donôt 

recommend shaking your tree in our tree 

shaker as it is quite a vigorous shaking & can 

break branches.  If you want to shake your tree 

on a cold day, you do so at your own risk. 
 

When you get your frozen tree home, the 

branches may break just bringing it into your 

home.  If you have a heated garage or a warm 

place you could put it for 15 to 30 minutes it 

will thaw out & the branches will become 

limber making it go through a narrow door 

more easily. 

 

I guess the cold weather is a little more normal 

than some of the 50 to 60 degree weather we 

have had over the past 5 or 6 years!  Just 

handle your tree carefully on the cold days & 

your tree will be fine. 

* * * * * * *  
 The 

Christmas 

tree reminds 
us of the Christ: 

its top pointing to 

heaven, its lights denoting 
the Light of the World, and all 

the presents beneath it reminding us 

that every good gift comes from above. 
Thanks  

be to  

God. 



 

 

Please  

Bring Back  

Our Saws!! 
 

Someone still has several of our saws.  If you 

took one home with you by mistake, please 

bring it back.  Just cut your tree & leave the 

saw in the saw box.  This is just a friendly 

reminder!  Several saws come back every year.   

  

We had several of you bring a saw back this 

spring & summer and we thank you very 

much.  It was much appreciated! 

* * * * * * *  
 

 

Did Your Tree Put On  

New Growth? 
In last years newsletter we asked if any of your 

trees put on new growth while you had it up 

for the holiday season.  One of you sent us a 

picture of the new growth on your tree that 

was several inches long!  Eight others 

mentioned to us that their tree also put on new 

growth, and our tree did also. 

  

This is a rare occurrence.  We have only had it 

happen 4 or 5 times for us over the past 40 

years.  It gives an extra surprise and enjoyment 

to the Christmas season when this happens.  

Everyone always has a chance that their tree 

may grow, so watch for it.  I feel sorry for 

people with fake trees, as they will never be 

able to experience this. 

 

If your tree put on new growth this past 

Christmas season, let us know when you come 

to cut your tree.  Bring a picture if you have 

one! 

* *  * * * * * * *  
 

Which Trees Hold Their 

Needles The Best? 
Every year quite a few customers ask me this 

question so I will give my answer here: 

 

The Fraser Fir is noted to hold its needles the 

best of all species. I have had people tell me 

they have had a Fraser Fir up from 

Thanksgiving through March!  

 

All Fir & Pine hold their needles very well.  If 

you are going to have a problem with needle 

drop, it will probably be with a Spruce.  

However, a Spruce should hold their needles 2 

to 3 weeks without any problems.  

 

All in all Christmas trees of all varieties hold 

up quite well.  They are no different than cut 

flowers.  They need a fresh cut on the stem & 

need watered daily.  Cut flowers will only last 

about one week.  Christmas trees will last 2 to 

5 weeks, depending on the variety.  Never set 

your tree next to a hot air register.  The warm 

furnace air will dry them out in 2 or 3 days. 

 

One of the most important things is to never, 

& I mean never, let your tree strand go dry of 

water.  If you do, the bottom of the stump will 

seal over & no longer take water & the tree 

will dry out prematurely.  If the water level 

goes below the bottom of the stump, the only 

thing to do is take the tree out of the stand & 

make a fresh cut so it can take water again. 

 

The Scotch Pine we had set up in our Craft 

Shop last year was set up on November 12th & 

taken down the day before Christmas.  It was 

up 6 weeks!  It was just as fresh as the day we 

put it up & hadnôt lost a needle.  But we did 

keep it watered & used Kling tree preservative 

in the water. 

* * * * * * * *  

 
 

Danger In Fake Trees 
A few years ago I wrote about the plastic in 

fake trees coming from china possibly 

containing lead. I have come across some 

more information recently about more dangers 

in fake trees. 

 

The plastic in fake trees is polyvinyl chloride 

(PVC).  The Center for Health, Environment & 

Justice (CHEJ) has recently listed fake 

Christmas trees on its Website 

(www.besafenet.com). It is just one of many 

household items to be avoided because they 

contain PVCðwhat they call ñthe Poison 

Plastic.ò  PVC has been linked to cancer, 

respiratory problems, neurological damage & 

endocrine disruption.  According to the 

National Christmas Tree Association, ñPVC is 

dangerous at every stage of its existenceð

from production, through its use & disposal.ò 

 

When PVC burns it releases toxic hydrogen 

chloride gas, forming deadly hydrochloric 

acid.  If a fake Christmas tree burns (and 

plastic will burn) it exposes everyone in the 

home, including firefighters, to the deadly 

fume danger.  Workers at PVC plants or fake 

Christmas tree factories may have life long 

health risks from the exposure. 

 

Then there is the question of lead in fake 

Christmas trees. We know that lead can cause 

neurological damage. In 2003, we were 

warned about vacuuming under fake trees 

because of spreading lead dust.  Lead dust may 

cover fake tree branches or gifts under the tree.  

Currently, the Childrenôs Health 

Environmental Coalition warns consumers that 

fake tree owners should determine if their tree 

has lead in it & if you cannot determine that, 

then you should dispose of the fake tree. There 

are lead testing kits available. 

 

The real Christmas tree is by far the best 

environmental choice.  Real Christmas trees 

while growing remove carbon dioxide from 

the air & give off oxygen. And they can be 

recycled when you are through with them.  

Each acre of Christmas trees produces enough 

oxygen for 18 people. 

Real trees are grown in all 50 states. Eighty-

five percent of fake trees are manufactured in 

China.  There are about 21,000 Christmas tree 

growers in the United States & over 100,000 

people employed full or part time in the real 

Christmas tree industry.  When people know 

the truth, they will buy a real tree. Most people 

are environmentally conscious & real trees are 

the winners here hands down! 

 

Information in this article was taken with 

permission, from an article in the Summer, 

2007 issue of Christmas Trees Magazine 

ñKnow Your Competitionò by Catherine 

Howard. 

* * * * * * *  
 

Christmas Spirit Foundation 2006 
We would like to thank everyone who donated 

to the Christmas Spirit Foundation last year. 

All the members of the National Christmas 

Tree Association participated in collecting 

donations & we collected a total of $91.15. 

Your nickels, dimes, quarters & bills do add 

up!  And I am sure the troops in Iraq & 

elsewhere appreciated the real trees that were 

sent to them through this foundation. Eleven 

thousand trees were shipped via Fed Ex to the 

troops in hopes they would feel a little of home 

during the Christmas season.  Some of the 

monies also went for environmental issues & 

family-oriented programs within local 

communities, college scholarships & camps 

for underprivileged & ill children. 

 

We will have a donation box available again 

this year for the Christmas Spirit Foundation.  

We hope our donations will top last years.  Itôs 

a great cause! 

* * * * * * *  
 

 

 

Kitchen Gift 

Package 
 

We will be offering the Kitchen Gift Package 

once again this year, as it seems to be very 

popular.  The package contains one of Paulôs 

handmade rolling pins ($14.95 value), two Old 

Hickory Paring Knives, one 8-inch Old 

Hickory Slicing Knife, one fancy Kitchen 

Towel & three Cookie Cutters.  These items all 

come packaged in a nice gift box for only 

$34.95, or $44.95 with a set of nicer knives.  

Another rolling pin of your choice may be 

substituted for the difference in its price. 

* * * * * * *  

 

 
 

 
 

Paulôs Rolling Pins 

& Woodworking 

News 
Last year I sold a record number of rolling 

pins.  So I have really been busy all summer 

replenishing the supply. I made 142 rolling 

http://www.besafenet.com/


pins! I now have way over 200 to choose from.  

They are mostly made from local wood cut 

here on our farm or in the nearby area such as: 

Maple, Red Oak, Swamp White Oat, Cherry, 

Black Walnut, Elm, Ash, Manitoba Maple 

(Box Elder), Hackberry, Catalpa & more. I 

have several highly figured Walnut, Cherry, 

Catalpa & Manitoba Maple (Box Elder) rolling 

pins & a few that are laminated with different 

kinds of wood.  These are quite striking & 

beautiful. 

 

I have several fantastically figured & spalted 

Manitoba Maple (Box Elder).  I have had a 

few spalted rolling pins in the past, but they 

havenôt sold very fast. I donôt believe most 

people realize what spalting is.  It is most 

common in the Maples.  As the wood starts to 

decay, but is still solid it forms black lines. I 

believe it is a fungus growth.  The thin lines 

follow the grain pattern & makes a very 

strikingly beautiful piece of wood.  A few of 

the Manitoba Maple (Box Elder) rolling pins 

have some of the nicest spalting I have ever 

seen, along with the natural red stripes & 

highly figured grain these are truly one of a 

kind rolling pins! 

 

I still have a good supply of Walnut rolling 

pins, therefore I will continue selling them at a 

22% discount.  They have sold very well at 

this discount price for the past two years.  

After I sell about 20, I will be putting the price 

back up, so donôt wait too long to get in on this 

deal. 

 

I make my rolling pins larger in diameter than 

those commercially available so they are easier 

to use.  I put a non-toxic, clear salad bowl 

finish on them so the natural color of the wood 

comes through to show its beauty.  None have 

been stained to change the natural beauty of 

the wood.  I also make rolling pins without 

handles for those who prefer that type.  I have 

a good selection of those cute mini rolling pins 

too. 

 

When you need a unique gift, especially for a 

shower or wedding, remember the new bride 

would love a handmade rolling pin from Paul's 

Tree Farm!  We also have available 

shipping/gift boxes for the full sized rolling 

pins at $1.50 each, plus tax.   

 

This summer I made 40 more Cattails.  I also 

have a good supply of Cribbage Boards, 

Turned Ornaments, Scroll Sawed Ornaments, 

Segmented Bowls, Round Cheese Cutting 

Boards, Wooden Cherry & Walnut Plates, 

Rolling Pin Racks, Salt & Pepper Shakers 

(turned on the lathe from Black Walnut), & 

Toy Wooden Tops (great stocking stuffer!). 

* * * * * * *  
 

 

 

 

 

Knives 
 

 

We have many new models this year.  We will 

have over 70 different models in stock when 

we open to sell trees.  I have more knives than 

will fit in my display cases again this year, so 

ask to see the rest of the knives if you are 

interested. 

 

I will again have an excellent selection of 

quality made knives from China.  Some have 

very unique designs for the collector.  There is 

a large selection of folding knives in the $7.00 

to $20.00 range. Of course I have a good 

selection of the popular Linder Solingen 

knives again this year, along with the lower 

priced Linder International knives.  Linder has 

been making quality knives in Solingen, 

Germany since 1908! 

 

We will have a good selection of fixed blade 

hunting knives, both Bowie & Skinner models 

in stock.  Some will have a gut hook.  These 

knives (both carbon steel & stainless blades) 

will range from $11.00 to $80.00.  We also 

have folders, lock backs & linerlocks, with & 

without an easy open thumb stud.  We also 

have folding hunting knives from $12.95 to 

$39.95.  We have knives with fancy paintings 

& scrimshaw pictures on the handles.  These 

range from $5.00 to $15.00.   

 

Popular brand name knives that we have in 

stock this year are:  M-Tech, Elk Ridge, Gil 

Hibben, Junglee, Case, Linder, Schrade, 

Winchester, Buckmaster by Camillus, Opinel, 

Rough Rider, Master Cutlery, United  Cutlery, 

Boker, Colt & SOG. 

 

Knives make excellent gifts.  For the best 

selection, shop early.  While we do have a 

large selection in stock, knives have proven to 

sell fast as Christmas gifts.  We try to stock 

knives that are different & unique, along with 

traditionally styled knives. 

 

If you would like to come & look at the knives 

or anything else in our craft shop before we 

officially open, just give us a call & we can set 

up a time that will be convenient for both of 

us. 

* * * * * * *  
 

 

 

Helenôs Crafting News 
I did some crafting over the 

winter months after New Years, 

then I got very busy outdoors 

when Spring came.  I have quite 

large  flower  beds  to  take  care   

of  &  I planted a fairly good sized vegetable 

garden this year which kept me busy weeding, 

picking, etc.  We enjoyed lots of fresh veggies!  

I began crafting again about the end of July & 

then  in  August I helped  our two youngest 

granddaughters, ages 12  &  8, make  up  

several tree ornament kits to sell.  They love 

crafting too! They have been crafting for 

several years now.  

 

Last year I was having a lot of trouble with 

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome in both hands, but 

after having three cortisone shots in each wrist 

over the last year, they stopped becoming 

numb, so I didnôt have to have any surgery on 

the wrists.  I do have some arthritis pain at the 

base of my left thumb & my right wrist 

continues to be quite sore due to a ligament 

problem so I have to limit the amount of time I 

do crafting & even working at the computer as 

that also bothers my hands.  But I will 

continue to craft as long as I possibly can!   

 

This year I will have Candy Trains, Shotgun 

Shell Snowmen, Felt Mitten Ornaments, Felt 

Candy-Filled Stockings, Beaded Wreath 

Ornaments, Cross Stitch Ornaments, Jingle 

Bell Reindeer, Spool Snowmen, Nativity 

Ornaments, Santa Pencils & more! 

 

Iôm sure you will find a great selection of 

handmade tree ornaments when you visit our 

Craft Shop again this year!  

 
 

Other Craft Shop Items 
 

 
 

 

Peanut Brittle 
Peanut Brittle made by the 

Cornerstone Church of 

God, Beloit, WI will once 

again be sold in our craft 

shop during our tree selling 

season.  It is made fresh 

each week & is the best 

Peanut Brittle around!   

 
 

 

 

 

Maple Syrup 
Pure Maple Syrup will once again 

be offered in our shop during our 

Christmas tree selling season.  It is 

made locally on Scott Elsasserôs 

farm near Orangeville, IL.  If you 

need syrup during the rest of the 

year, you may call Scott at (815) 

789-4419. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Scott & Bruce 
Once again we will offer the 

hand crafted items made by 

Scott & Bruce of Brodhead, 

WI.  Scott makes fine 

furniture items in his 

business, but because of our 

limited display area, he only 

displays  items  here  such as:  

Hall Trees,  Small   Rocking   Chairs,  etc.  
Bruce makes handmade,  barn-board  items,  

such as Bird House Stakes & Picket Fence 

Benches. 

 



 

 

Debbie Jeanôs 
Debbie Niedermeier of Brodhead, 

WI will once again offer her hand 

painted Christmas Ball Orn-

aments, Misc. Ornaments & 

Framed Paintings in our craft 

shop.   Debbie    also  has  her  own 

shop, ñDebbie  Jeanôs,ò  where she specializes 

in ñCustom Framing & Whimsical Treasures.ò   

For special orders, Debbie can be reached at 

(608) 879-2018. 

 
 

 
 

 

Other Family 

Crafters 
As in the past, our daughter, 

Lorie will have crafts in our 

shop, along with a few 

ornaments   made    by   her 

daughters,     Ashley      and    

Alyssa, ages 12 & 8.  They all   love to craft! It 

wonôt be difficult finding that special 

ornament to help decorate your tree!  Lorie 

will also have a selection of handmade fashion 

& winter scarves available, as mentioned 

elsewhere on our website.  They make lovely 

handmade gifts! 

 
 

 
 

 

Illinois  Crafters 
Two ladies from Rockford, 

IL (a Mother/Daughter team) 

will be putting crafts in our 

shop again this year.  They 

will help stock our shelves  

with   miscellaneous    items, 

some of which include: Marshmellow Nativity 

Ornaments, Marshmellow Angel Pins, Sled 

Riding Snowmen Ornaments, Patriotic 

Marshmellow Snowmen, etc. 

 
 

 

Broom Corn 
Paul has an ample supply of 

colored broom corn again 

this year. It adds a nice touch 

to dried arrangements. 

* * * * * * * *  
 

 

 

Asparagus 

We will have fresh home grown asparagus 

again this coming Spring.  If you would like 

some, get your name on our list so we can call 

you when itôs ready.  Let us also know 

approximately how many pounds you would 

want.  When we call you, you can change the 

amount, either more or less if you like.  If you 

would like a small amount each week, or if 

you want a larger amount all at one time, we 

can accommodate you.  We fill orders as small 

as one pound.  If you are already one of our 

customers, we still have your name, phone 

number, etc. on file.  You donôt have to put in 

a new order unless you wish to change the 

number of pounds you want. We will just be 

calling you when your order is ready! 

The asparagus season runs from about the first 

of May to June 15th depending on the weather.  

Asparagus is a warm weather crop.  The 

temperature needs to be in the 70ôs or higher & 

the sun needs to be out to warm up the ground, 

then it grows like crazy.  If the temps are in the 

50ôs & 60ôs & it is cloudy out it grows but not 

very fast & we wonôt be picking every day.   

 

If you are on our list to be called for asparagus, 

donôt think we have forgotten you if you 

havenôt heard from us during the first week or 

two of May especially if it has been cool out. 

 

If you are one who gets a few pounds each 

week, we will call you first to get you started 

as soon as we have some available. 

 

The price of the green asparagus will be $2.00 

per pound again in 2008. 

* * * * * * *  
 

Bargain Priced Asparagus 
We will be having the 4 lb. Bargain Bags of 

asparagus for $2.00(only 50 cents a pound) if 

you buy some at the regular price. Every day 

we sort out the asparagus that has loose tops & 

that is smaller in diameter.  It is kept separate 

from what we sell at the regular price.    If you 

buy asparagus at the regular price, then we will 

give you the chance to purchase the 4 pound 

bargain priced bag for $2.00.  If you do not 

buy any regular priced asparagus, the bargain 

priced asparagus will cost you $4.00 for 4 

pounds. 

 

There is nothing wrong with this asparagus 

other than it having loose tops & being smaller 

in diameter.  As a matter of fact, this is what 

we eat throughout the growing season!  The 

supply is limited, but if you would like some, 

just ask.  There is usually some available every 

day during the asparagus season. 

* * * * * *  * * *  

 

Purple Passion Asparagus 
We were selling our Purple Passion asparagus 

for $3.75 per pound which is about half the 

grocery store price. It wasnôt selling as fast as 

we needed it to so we put the price at $3.00 per 

pound for first time buyers. We packaged it in 

2 pound bags for $6.00 just to get more of our 

customers to try it.  It just flew out the door! 

Everyone that tried it just loved it. The Purple 

Passion is sweeter than the green asparagus.  It 

has 20% higher sugar content.  I ate some raw 

this year for the first time & its great! I believe 

it would be good with a little vegetable dip just 

like one uses with raw carrots, broccoli, 

cauliflower, etc.  

 

Maybe pricing the Purple Passion at $3.75 per 

pound  was a little high, so this coming year 

we are going to be selling the Purple Passion at 

$3.00 per pound.  We will have a good supply 

in 2008, but limited, so you will need to let us 

know a few days ahead of when you want 

some so we can fill your order.  

* * * * * * *  

 

 

Fresh 

Asparagus 

Keeps 

Well 
 

In 2005 we had our orders all filled by June 5th 

so we stopped picking for the season.  We 

picked 20 lbs. on that day for ourselves.  We 

stored it upright in about one inch of water in 

the refrigerator.  It was all gone by June 22nd, 

eighteen days later!  After two weeks or so the 

flavor wasnôt quite like the day it was when 

picked, but it kept great stored like this.  It was 

a lot better than most of the so called ñfreshò 

from the store looks.  By storing it this way, 

we extended having fresh asparagus by three 

additional weeks.  It is best not to store your 

order of asparagus in the plastic vegetable bag 

that we put it in when you pick it up.  Let us 

know if you want some extra asparagus at the 

end of the season & try storing it as we did & 

continue enjoying this wonderful tasting 

vegetable! 

* * * * * * * *  
 

 

 

 

Rhubarb 
 

We hope to have a good supply of Rhubarb 

this coming Spring.  We set out a new patch 

two years ago & it should be ready this coming 

season.  We also set out 50 more plants this 

last Spring & plan on expanding the patch 

even more in 2008.  Just get your name on our 

list & we will call you when it is ready.  It is 

usually ready about the same time as the 

asparagus.  The price is $2.00 per pound. 

    * * * * * * * *  
 
 

 
Model 

Railroading 
Our son Chris  went with us to the Madison, 

WI model train show at the Alliant Energy 

Center in February.  His wife, Julie, & 

daughter, ñLizzò went along but went to the 

Circus at the Coliseum right next door.  We 

had never been to the Madison train show 

before.  What a show, with 90,000 sq. ft. of 

train displays & vendors!  We spent the day 

there & purchased a few choice items.  If you 

have never been to the Madison show, go at 

least once in your lifetime.  If you enjoy trains 

(doesnôt everyone), you wonôt regret it. 

 

We missed the Lena, IL show this year which 

was the last weekend of February.  The 

weather was bad with freezing rain, sleet & 

snow so we decided to stay home.  

 

On March 24th we went to the show in 

Rockford, IL at Jefferson High School. We 

had never gone to it before either.  It was only 


